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Dear En Gedi prayer partners,

When I was two weeks old, pneumonia almost got the better of me.  A couple of years later I had my tonsils and adenoids removed (severe allergies, had my adenoids out again a few years later).  I broke my thumb when I was twelve at Water World (hit the back of a girls head riding a big wave).  I spiral fractured two bones in my hand my freshman year in gymnastics (surgery and four screws to fix that).  I busted the bursa sack in my big toe in college (another surgery involving something that looked like a rotary sander).  I stuck my thumb in a table saw right after my daughter was born (those stitches really hurt, can’t numb the tip of a thumb).  I compound fractured my arm two years ago falling over the handlebars of my mountain bike (titanium rod to fix that), and dislocated my shoulder shortly after that teaching gymnastics…(I think that is all of my injuries). 

Why do I bring up all of the injuries I have had?  One simple reason really, to show that I am someone who really appreciates a good doctor.  I am fully aware of a doctor’s keen insight and solid devotion to their profession.  I understand that a small miscalculation on their part can lead to much pain and suffering on my part, possibly even death.  So I make it a purpose that every time I visit my doctor I firmly shake their hand and tell them that I really do appreciate their commitment to me.  

Now, even with all of my time spent in a doctor’s care, it probably doesn’t add up to more than a couple of dozen times (I know, that’s a lot).  And yet there is someone else who has had a much greater impact on my life, on a much more regular basis, with much more thought and concern for my well being than my doctor, whom I never seem to get around to thanking: my pastor.  He is someone who daily thinks of ways to help me better connect with God, who is deeply concerned about my “life” after this life.  He prepares lessons that will instruct me, convict me, move me to action, he is always putting aside his own worries, frustrations, and problems so he can concentrate on mine.  He leads the church in everything from finance, teaching, missions, ministries, and building projects.  But where is his “thank you”?  Where is my heartfelt appreciation for the hard work and dedication that he puts into his profession? Why is that for so long I have viewed him as someone who does his job and doesn’t need my encouragement and thanks? Is it just because he is working for the Lord?  Over the last several months I have asked myself the questions below, consider how you would answer these questions:

-  Is your pastor someone you only think about on Sunday?

-  When was the last time you said a heartfelt prayer for your pastor and his family?

-  When was the last time you took your pastor aside and thanked him for all of his hard work and dedication to you and your church?  

-  When was the last time you wrote a letter to one of your missionaries letting them know you are thinking of them and praying for them.  Are you praying for them?

-  Have you ever asked your pastor “How can I pray for you? What do you need?”


If your answers were like mine last year, mostly “no”, then it is no wonder the pastors and missionaries we know and love are under such attack.  Encouragement and appreciation are two of the most basics components in life that keep us motivated and healthy, think of how difficult life would be if you never received either.  I would like to re-emphasize a few of the results of a recent Focus on the Family study:
•  70% of pastors constantly fight depression. 
•  80% of pastors and 84% of their spouses feel unqualified and discouraged in their role as pastors. 

•  50% of pastors are so discouraged that they would leave the ministry if they could, but have no other way of making a living. 

•  70% of pastors do not have a close friend, confidant, or mentor.

•   80% of pastors' spouses wish their spouse would choose another profession. 

•  The majority of pastor's wives surveyed said that the most destructive event that has occurred in their marriage and family was the day they entered the ministry. 

Fifteen hundred pastors leave the ministry each month due to moral failure, spiritual burnout, or contention in their churches.
Are you thinking to yourself, “Well those numbers seem high? I don’t know any pastors with these problems, my pastor just loves preaching, teaching, instructing, leading, planning, praying, visiting the sick, listening to everyone’s problems, sermon preparation, encouraging, guiding, directing, and he is even a pretty good singer when they accidentally turn his microphone on too early.”  If you think you don’t know any pastors who feel this way, statistically you are probably wrong.  Let’s look at two recent cases you may have heard about.

Last month east of Memphis in the small town of Selmer, Mary Winkler, wife of pastor Matthew Winkler, shot her husband to death in the church parsonage.  Most of the people in their church have commented to the press that they knew of no problems with their marriage and they seemed very happy with each other and with the church.  Though we still don’t know what the problems were in their family, it is all too obvious now that there were problems, serious problems that were hidden or overlooked by too many for too long, including them.  Now their three daughters have no father and will likely grow up with their mother in prison.  

Also last month, in Oklahoma a pastor was fired for having pornography on his work computer.  There was a huge investigation done by the local news media trying to uncover why a “God fearing Pastor” would be involved in pornography.  Sound awful?  The real truth is that the vast majority of all men struggle with, or has struggled with some type of small or large pornography addiction, and that’s all men, pastors included. 

Pastors are not immune to the world and its temptations; they live in the world with you and I, they sin like you and I do, they fail like you and I do, and they need to be loved and encouraged like you and I are.  

I met with a pastor this week that is faithfully serving the Lord after being called into ministry.  In fact, of all the people receiving this letter, he is probably the “youngest” Christian of us all, he has only been a believer for five years.  Yet a year after giving his life to Christ he was called to be a pastor of a church that was dying (only 20 people left from 200).  The unique part of his calling is that his church has no paid employees, including him.  He works 56 hours a week as a firefighter then serves almost another 40 at the church.  When we met he was still in his firefighter sweats, straight from working all night, still carrying with him the wonder that God actually saved him from the destructive path his life was on.  It has been four years since he said, “God, whatever you want me to do, I will do it.”  With those words and the 20 people left in his congregation the work began, they are now a church with 70 people on Sunday morning, 400 people on Saturday and Sunday night for a Spanish speaking service, a community health center in their church with over 80 volunteers that saw 1,300 patients last year who live below the poverty level, and are opening a day care center in a few months, all without a single paid employee.  

It is pastors like this that En Gedi wants to keep encouraged, strong, and faithful.

It is pastors like yours that En Gedi wants to keep encouraged, strong, and faithful.


This last month we have been doing a lot of praying, a lot of meeting with pastors and donors, and a lot of paperwork in an effort to raise awareness and funds to make En Gedi a reality.  I have numerous more meetings with pastors scheduled this month, our first En Gedi ambassador will present En Gedi to her church this next month, and I continue to meet with Legacy Donors as God winds their paths with mine.


This month we have added many folks to the World Donation Page.  Here you can see our donors, their churches, pastors and missionaries.  Every time someone donates their pastor and missionary gets an email from En Gedi letting them know someone cares and loves them enough to donate to this cause.  They are then invited to the website so they can learn how they can start planning for one of their future vacations or retreats.  Please visit the World Donation Page and see if you could be the first to donate for your church and missionary.


How important is En Gedi?  I already have a waiting list of pastors and missionaries I am to call as soon as it is built so they can come.  My prayer is that they do not have to wait long for my call.


Thank you so much for your time and prayers for En Gedi.  Call me with any ideas you have, donors you know, and pastors who need help.

In Him,

Carl Walker

En Gedi Retreat

Prayer Items

· Donations - Pray that God convict each person’s heart that is willing to give.  Also pray that as I do “one on one” fund raising, that God uses the Holy Spirit to work in me and bring success to En Gedi.

· En Gedi Ambassadors – Pray for our En Gedi ambassador who will be presenting En Gedi to her church this month.  Pray that God opens the hearts and minds of their congregation to her words.  Pray that we find many willing and dedicated ambassadors who can spread the word around their church.  Also please consider if you could volunteer to be an Ambassador.  
· Land procurement – Please pray that God leads us to the right piece of land for En Gedi, and the right home, whether it is bought or built.  
Action Items

· Donations- Pray and ask God if He would like you to donate to En Gedi. You can send a check or donate online at any one of the funding levels. 

· Get the word out – Make a list of five people who would like to hear about En Gedi.  Talk to them about En Gedi, refer them to the website, or send me their names and numbers and I will do the work.

· Legacy Donors – Please think about anyone you know who might be willing to contribute to En Gedi in one of the top levels of giving.  I would like to speak to, encourage, and pray for them as they consider their level of giving.  I am willing to travel anywhere to talk with these donors, so don’t let where you live limit your influence.

Encourage your pastor 

 Please consider going to the En Gedi website and clicking on the “encourage your pastor here” link.  Here you will be able to write a letter of encouragement to your pastor.  These letters will be posted online and an email will be sent to your pastor letting him know he has encouragement posted.  This will not only encourage him but also allow him to find out about En Gedi and his opportunity to visit us in the future

