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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

I have been waiting to write this letter for some time now, and could not do so until myself and En Gedi’s Board of Directors felt comfortable enough to do so.  Now that time has come and we have some amazing news to share.

Land is being donated for En Gedi’s use!  And not just any land, let me tell you about it and how one person, one prayer partner that is, has made such a difference.  

It is with incredible humility I tell you this story, for what has transpired is no doing of mine; God’s plan moves in ways I cannot predict or explain.  

As you know, ever since I started En Gedi I have felt that God would lead someone to donate land for En Gedi’s use.  I had been praying for someone to donate land, and in my mind that meant someone would have a small, undesirable lot in a subdivision they were not using and would allow En Gedi to use it and we would make the best of it.  Well, last summer I received a call from one of En Gedi’s prayer partners, Melody Leeper, telling me that her friend, Yvonne Meyer’s dad bought a small ranch south of Steamboat Springs, and that he had some intentions of using it for Christ and maybe I would like to call him and trade ideas and information.  I, of course called Yvonne and much to my surprise the “small” ranch turned out to be a little larger, 4000 acres large.  I spoke with her and learned of their family’s wonderful story of how they came about buying this ranch with big plans for using it for the Lord’s work.  Yvonne put me in touch with Al Snyder, who owns the ranch and soon we were talking and sharing ideas of their many ministries and En Gedi and God’s vision for it.  Then much to my surprise, Al offered to donate the land En Gedi needed to build our ministry on!  I was amazed, humbled, and grateful.
It was obvious to me I had been praying too small!
The ranch sits on 4000 beautiful acres, backing up to 1.3 million acres of National Forest.  You could walk for days and not see the entire ranch.  It is covered with streams, aspen trees, forest, open spaces, and wildlife.  Visiting the ranch is a unique experience and the presence of God is everywhere you look.  Every time we go up there it is harder and harder to leave.  The name of this wonderful place is Fish and Cross Ranch.  Though it is, and still will be, a working cattle ranch, over the next while it will be transformed into much more.
Over the next many months En Gedi’s team visited Al and his family to get to know each other and discuss ways to best integrate En Gedi and the ranch to enhance God’s vision for both of us.  We have developed a plan and are confident that moving forward with this plan is what God intended.  We are in the beginning stages of this process and much work still has to be done; every step we take must be above reproach and be mutually beneficial to En Gedi as well as Fish and Cross Ranch.     


So it is to Melody Leeper that a large public thank you is due, for with that phone call to me, she set in motion something I could not have dreamed.  And a huge thank you to the Snyder, Beckner, and Meyer families for allowing En Gedi the opportunity to be built on their ranch.  Their selfless act of kindness is a huge blessing and encouragement to En Gedi’s vision.  Of course, another big thank you to all of you, our prayer partners, who have and continue to pray for what God is doing with En Gedi.  

Guess what?  That is not all of the exciting news!  There is much more to this plan that is very exciting and you will hear about in the next prayer partner letters. This includes helping some pastors even before we build En Gedi, and a little place called Solitude for pastors who need to spend some really quiet time talking with their King.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my board of directors: Ted Haller, Dee Mitchell, Mark Stine, and Jonathan Walker for their tireless efforts and prayer over this last year.  We would not be near where we are without their guidance, advice, and prayer.  I thank God often for allowing me to work with such fine men whose wisdom throughout this process has been priceless.

I invite you to visit the En Gedi website to see pictures of Fish and Cross Ranch.  Please come take a look and see where pastors and missionaries will come to find rest.  Also check out our website because we have many new prayer partners and also visit Deborah Campbell’s Fast Signs business in Phoenix, Arizona.  Deborah has graciously donated her company’s services to print our new business cards and flyers free of charge.  Thanks Deborah!
Now of course we need your prayers:
-  Many steps are still ahead of us before we finalize a contract with Fish and Cross Ranch.  We are coming to completion on a Letter Of Intent that will allow us to move forward on common ground with much activity happening this summer.  We need prayers as we move forward in faith with God’s direction.  Please pray in specific for Al Snyder’s family and extended family, the Beckner’s, and Meyer’s.  All these families are part of this integral process and are working very hard to help En Gedi while ensuring that Fish and Cross Ranch be a light for many different families and Christian organizations.  
- The Walker family needs your prayers because we are moving in two weeks!  In order to give En Gedi every chance possible to succeed on Fish and Cross Ranch, we have decided to move to Yampa, Colorado.  Yampa is 20 minutes south of Steamboat Springs and sits right next to Fish and Cross Ranch.  We have purchased a very small, very tired home there and will be moving in on May 1st.   Our family of five people will increase the town’s population by a full 1%.  That is correct, there are only about 500 people in Yampa (so Audrey will probably know everyone by the beginning of June) (.  Look out Yampa, the Walker clan is coming.
-  We may have an opportunity this summer to help some pastors in need.  Be thinking of pastors and missionaries you know who might need a vacation in Colorado real soon.

