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Pais Team Members Enjoying the Best Horses the Ranch has to Offer and the Best Views Steamboat Has to Offer

Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

April.  Mmmm.  It seems that I have not updated you in a while. Well, not to worry, we have been very busy on numerous fronts.

Our 501c3 paperwork is still in the trusted hands of the IRS ( .  Hopefully sometime this month we will hear back as to the status of our application.  Without getting into too much detail, it will come back with one of three responses: approved, needs a little work, or needs a lot of work.  Either way we are prepared to answer any questions the IRS has and Randall Niles (our very trusted attorney) stands ready to guide us through that process.  You can be in prayer though that it comes back the first time as approved.

Two weeks ago En Gedi hosted our first large group!  Twelve people came up to the ranch from the Pais Project.  The Pais Project is a multi-national organization that helps build relational bridges between churches and schools through interns that serve the youth program in a church, and the local school in whatever way the school needs.  Their success is incredible and they are doing amazing things for the Kingdom.  Both the Pais USA and Canada leadership teams came up for a 5 day retreat, mostly coming from Texas and Vancouver.  Their stay would not have been possible without Fish and Cross Ranch’s effort to finish the remodel of the ranch guest house.  A huge thank you to all of the Fish and Cross team for putting in the extra effort to finish up an 8 month project in short order to accommodate the Pais Team.  Their stay consisted of skiing, sight seeing, lots of late nights playing games, a little horseback riding, a few trips to the cowboy hot tub, lots of devotion and prayer, and despite it being a retreat, I don’t think they slept all that much!  A good time was had by all, best summed up in this letter from the Pais Worldwide Director, Paul Gibbs.
Dear Carl, En Gedi Ministry and Fish and Cross Ranch,

I just want to say a huge thank you on behalf of The Pais Project for the phenomenal retreat that you provided this March.

As you know, The Pais Project is a ministry that reaches into schools on four continents providing voluntary full-time youth ministers to churches.

This year for instance, we reached 110,000 students in the UK alone and integrated over eight hundred of them into local churches. We have one hundred and thirty people working full-time on Pais worldwide and the vast majority of them are unpaid by Pais.

With that in mind, your ministry to us was a huge benefit. We were able to show our appreciation to our staff by giving them a vacation/retreat of a quality that they would never have normally been able to afford.  Not only that but it was an opportunity for us to get together without a work agenda.

The retreat itself was wonderful! The location of the Yampa valley was perfect. It was isolated enough to give us a sense of freedom and space but close enough to Steamboat for great excursions, skiing, coffee bars, shopping and much more.

The facility was amazing – we were so grateful that it provided the best of both worlds. It was in a rustic setting with huge windows looking out over the ranch onto the mountains and yet it was incredibly well equipped with wonderfully luxurious bedrooms, some en-suite and superb beds we appreciated very much. I must say that I did not expect so many individual bedrooms and such an amazingly well kitted out kitchen!

To summarize, the standard of the facility was well above the standard I was hoping for.

Added to this, the hospitality provided by En Gedi and the Ranch was incredible! Not only did the large log fire provide warmth and inviting atmosphere but your enthusiasm to look after us made every day a pleasure.

So, in closing please thank all those who made our stay so much more than we expected!

Our team left feeling refreshed, appreciated, affirmed and valued because of the standard and excellence of all you provided.

We thank God for you, the Ranch and En Gedi Ministries and pray many others will receive what we did.

God Bless You!

Paul Gibbs

International Director

The Pais Project
Then only a few days after the Pais team left we had another Pastor and Family up for a quick two night stay.  They drove up from Denver and stayed in a single home graciously provided by Bob and Barbara Sonheim.  A note from them sums up their stay.
Let me say that it was wonderful and we brought games to play and the kids played in the snow and everything was beautiful! We really did appreciate it so much and we thank you again for having us! I believe that this is a much needed ministry that you are doing!

We want to thank the Sonheim family for the generous use of their home.  We are so pleased that everyone who came this month had a wonderful time, and we are so blessed that we are helping pastors even before the final home is built.  At the end of this month we will have another pastor and his wife coming down from Idaho for a 5 day retreat, so we are looking forward to that as well.  
I will keep this letter short, please continue to pray for us and spread the word to as many pastors and missionaries as you know.
In Him,

Carl Walker
CEO, En Gedi Retreat
719-963-3983
www.engediretreat.org
engediretreat@earthlink.net
 
Prayer requests:

- We are in the beginning stages of our fund raising campaign.  Pray that God will bring us people who believe in our mission and want to help pastors.  We have a place to build, pastors who want to come, and maybe even a builder, so all we need now is the funds to put it all together and we will be hosting pastors year round!  
- We are still waiting for the 501c3 paperwork, pray in come in approved first time around!

