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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,


I write today to announce the winner of our Grand Opening Campaign.  Between the planning and execution of the campaign over nine months has elapsed, and to say that I was excited for this day would be an understatement.  I would have the privilege of calling a pastor and literally giving them a dream vacation to the Rocky Mountains, free of charge for their family; all because one person in their congregation cared enough to write a letter describing why they love them. 


Over the last two weeks En Gedi’s board of directors and staff has been reading and praying over the letters that were sent in.  I removed myself from voting, not only because many of you are my friends and therefore being unbiased would be difficult, but also because if it were up to me I would try and give all of the pastors a free vacation.  I gave my board members the simplest of directives on how to vote: 1. read the letters, 2. pray, and 3. vote for who the Holy Spirit leans on your heart.  I was not concerned with “who deserved it the most”, who “needed it the most”, or even if one could or could not “afford” a normal vacation.  In my mind all pastors need it, all truly deserve it, and affordability to one means something completely different to another.  So the votes came in, and they were almost unanimous, something I had not expected given the quality of all the letters submitted.  


So today is the day I would get to call and say “Pastor or Missionary _____, you just won a free vacation courtesy of En Gedi Retreat!”  Then I was expecting them to hang up since nobody likes prank calls, and I would have to call again “No, really, you did win.”  I would sit on the other end of the line and gleefully describe to them all the wonderful things they could do while they were here.  Then I would call the person who wrote the letter for them and tell them that because of their letter, their pastor would be taking a free vacation.  How cool would that have been?

It didn’t work out like that.


You see, the pastor who won the contest, and the person who wrote the letter, are both “out of contact.”  You see, the pastor is out of contact because three weeks ago his 19 year old son was killed in a car accident, on his 19th birthday.  And the gentlemen who wrote the letter is out of contact because he was also critically injured in separate car accident just last week, and has been in ICU suffering from short term memory loss. 

You read that correctly. 


How worthless would a free vacation sound after loosing your son, and how excited would you be for your pastor when can’t remember anything from yesterday.  
“God, show me where you are working.”

So once again, I write this prayer partner letter just like all the ones before, asking for your prayers.  Not for En Gedi Retreat, not for fundraising, not for The Lance Cabin we are building, but for a pastor named Steve Berger and a man named Russell Caldwell.   Both need healing, both need prayers, both need the hope of a King, the strong hand of a Father, and the love of a Friend.  Would you please take one minute, hit your knees, and say a prayer for these two men and their families?  
The pastor does know that he won the free vacation, I talked with their executive pastor and he is relaying the message to him.  There is no time limit on the free vacation offered to him and his family, so maybe later he will come to En Gedi Retreat at Fish and Cross Ranch.   Maybe God has something for him here, something he may only find here, I don’t know.  On the picture page of our website is a saying I wrote:

“Travel north of here a while and you will soon run into Steamboat Springs,

Travel south of here a while and you will soon run into Vail,

Stay here a while and you will soon run into God.”


As always, thank you for your prayers. 
In Him,

Carl Walker




CEO, En Gedi Retreat
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