Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

I have sometimes wonder how long World War II would have lasted if we could have captured or killed Hitler early in the war, before he used his hate and power against those he wished to destroy.  Or what if we could have reached Saddam Hussein before the first shot of the first Gulf War was fired, even before he used chemical weapons on the people of his own country.  How many people could we have saved of ours and of theirs had we had direct access to the leaders?  Maybe none, maybe millions.  If by removing their leaders, would we have destroyed what they stood for?  Would their followers have given up on their cause and been scattered?  If not only for a time would we have weakened them so we could achieve our goals?  We of course did not have direct access to them; they were surrounded by loyal followers who were committed to protecting them, caring for them, and paving a road ahead of them that was safe for them to walk down.  
I bring this up because un-protected leaders is all one needs to inflict maximum damage with minimal effort, whether for good, or for evil.  I believe that the Devil has focused his effort not so much on you and me, but our spiritual leaders who help us and guide us.  For proof of this effective war time strategy against our churches I did not need to look far for examples.  Let me tell you of a few, here in Colorado, all happening this year.

· The first you have most certainly heard about.  The pastor at New Life Church in Colorado Springs has been removed after he was accused of having a homosexual and drug purchasing relationship with another man.  He stepped down from his position and admitted to some sexual immorality.  Many of his congregation members are prayer partners with En Gedi; he led a 14,000 member church and was a strong political voice throughout our nation.
· In October another pastor in Colorado Springs at a Baptist church stepped down after admitting that he was a homosexual.  

· In February a youth pastor who served in Boulder and Denver was arrested for sexually assaulting a child.  He has worked at numerous churches and youth groups in Denver and his father is a prominent pastor of a Baptist Church in Denver.  
· In November a 33 year old married youth pastor in Denver admitted to having sex with a 16 year old girl in his own youth group, who he had been counseling for over 2 years.  He is married with children and if convicted will spend the next 12 years in prison.  
· And in December the 2100 member congregation at Grace Chapel in south Denver listened to a videotaped message from their founding pastor of 28 years telling them that he has been involved in sexual relations with other men.  He is married with two daughters.

I am sure that was as hard for you to read as it was for me to write.

Hard to believe?  Yes

Tragic? – Yes

Uncommon? – Unfortunately no

The inconvenient truth is that our pastors and missionaries are being attacked by the devil, and we are not protecting them as we should.  As one person I spoke with, who attended one of the above churches, said this “It was like every person going into the church was putting their blinders on concerning the pastor, they wanted to believe he was a good man and he did nothing wrong.  It was like no one wanted to believe that our pastor was capable of sin, and we took no steps to ensure he didn’t.”  Interestingly enough she had those thoughts in 1996, 10 years before their pastor would step into this sin.  
Though Hitler and Hussein were evil men, and our pastors are not, the strategy to defeat their followers is the same.  The devil knows we view our pastors through rose colored glasses, he knows we do not protect them as we should, and he knows that if he can destroy just one of them, the ripple effect will dismay thousands of people who are looking for our King.  The impact of these pastors’ sins will go far beyond their immediate family and friends.  The impact is felt by the thousands and thousands they preached to, the greater community they served, and even those who were thinking of giving their life to Christ, but now have second thoughts of even putting their children in a “safe” program lead by those who serve in the church.
Billy Graham will not enter a hotel room by himself, not even an elevator.  Famous counselors such as James Dobson adopt policies of not counseling a member of the opposite sex (or now the same sex) without a third person present.  Why do these men who we hold in high regard adopt such policies?  Because they are acutely aware of the reality that the Devil is constantly standing in their shadow, waiting for one weak moment of theirs, so he can attack one person who is already saved, and kill thousands who are not.
We would do well to adapt such policies for our own pastors.  If we accept that they have vast influence, that their failure could mean many lives lost for Christ, then we should take more drastic steps to protect them: real prayer for protection for them, counseling with two or more present, joint church financial decisions with the elders, no unexplained absences where there whereabouts are unknown to even their family, mandatory vacations with their families, and we would do well to give most all of our pastors a healthy raise.

Why do I bring up such troubling matters to you now?  Because the Devil would love nothing more than the Christmas headlines to be stolen from Christ with a story of a pastor having sex with a teenager, another woman or another man, or stealing from their church, or simply coming out and saying he no longer believes in my Lord, my King, my Savior.  
This prayer letter I am not telling you about En Gedi, what we are doing or what we are accomplishing, I am simply asking you to protect your pastor.  Protect him from the Devil that seeks his destruction.  You and your congregation are the only ones who can take active steps to protect your pastor.  Maybe that means sending him on a vacation or donating to En Gedi, maybe not.  Maybe it means collecting a special donation this year so your pastor can get out of debt, maybe it means assigning different church families to pray for him, so his life is covered in daily prayer, maybe it means you personally make yourself available to him so he can have someone he can confide in, without any fear of that confidence being broken, maybe it means your church take a real look at what you pay your pastor, and ask the tough question “would I do his job for that amount of money?”  

Do not think your pastor is immune from the sins that the above pastors have committed.  Take steps now to protect him, his family, and his flock.  Over 20,000 people in Colorado have a different view of their pastor than they had at the beginning of the year, a view I am sure they wish they would have been spared.
I send this letter to you committed to the calling God has given me: build En Gedi, help pastors and missionaries.  My prayer is that you will join me.  
In Him,

Carl Walker

