Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

Hello again and thank you for all your prayers and support.  I pray that over this last month you have found the time to share En Gedi with a couple of your friends, pastoral staff or elders, feel free to forward this letter to anyone who is interested in following along.  I also pray you have spent some time thinking about the life of your pastor and missionaries you know.  The more of them I meet with the more I realize the incredible amount of work they do and how they are in desperate need of lots of encouragement and some time off.


This last month we have been working hard and have seen significant progress in the “behind the scenes” parts of En Gedi.  Work on the website happens daily, the En Gedi Ambassador program is coming together, and meetings with pastors, missionaries, and Legacy Donors have also been taking place.  

In addition to being easier to navigate the website now has a World Donation page that lists every state and the donors that have given.  Along with that information is also the donor’s church, pastor and missionary they are “supporting”.  When a donor gives to En Gedi, the pastor of that church gets an email from En Gedi letting him know that someone from their church has given to En Gedi in support of him.  This allows us to personally invite pastors to the website and let them know about En Gedi, and of course it encourages them knowing someone from their congregation has given to help make their lives a little better.  You can visit this new page by clicking here or going to the website.  

The En Gedi Ambassador program is being written and better defined.  It has general guidelines for volunteers and each ambassador will be provided with brochures, business cards, and donation receipts.  The ambassador program is an easy way for volunteers to really make a difference in the lives of their pastors and missionaries, spread the word around their church, and in the end it helps keep their church strong by keeping their leaders strong.  One of the best parts about the program is that each ambassador stays within their church (unless they desire to go to other churches) and this allows for real personal contact that I would not be able to achieve from where I am.  As En Gedi is non-denominational it doesn’t matter what church an ambassador attends, they can feel comfortable knowing all they have to do is spread the word and garner support.  I would strongly encourage you to consider becoming an ambassador for En Gedi, it does not take much time and is an excellent way to volunteer your services to the Lord.  

As promised in my last letter I will now tell you a little bit about the plan for material donations.  You know that our goal is to make En Gedi a truly first class vacation home.  In order to do this En Gedi is encouraging material donations for the interior of the home.  Everything is needed from kitchenware, bedding, chairs, tables, and artwork.  We are asking individuals and companies to donate new items for use at En Gedi.  Used items will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will probably include things like artwork, near new furniture, skis and outdoor equipment.  We will also be looking for a four wheel or all wheel drive car to be donated so that visitors will not have to rent a car while staying at En Gedi.  Maybe you have a nice set of dinner ware you have never used, or artwork you need to change out, or something in storage you never got around to taking out of the box, or a wedding present you were planning on re-gifting.  If you know anyone who has, or you have anything that could be considered a material donation please contact me or send it along.  We already have our first material donation from All Clad Cookware and are eager to receive more.  The more we get the less we have to buy, the less we have to buy the nicer and larger we can make the home.

As En Gedi is in its beginning stages we are working hard on spreading the word.  Over the next few months I will have the opportunity to speak or set up information tables at various churches, as well as En Gedi Ambassadors across the county.  This is one of the most effective ways to spread information and gather support.  However, doing so costs money mainly in the form of brochures and written material.  So if you have considered giving to En Gedi but have not taken the time yet to do so, I would encourage you to do so at your first convenience.  Every donation small or large is welcome, and right now that money will be used to rapidly spread the word and get the message out.  

I would like to give a special thank you in this letter to Susie Ecklund, who designed the En Gedi logo at the top of this email.  I love this logo as it represents a pastor or missionary resting on the cross in the tranquil setting of the mountains.  It is exactly what I hope En Gedi will become, a place for rest and relaxation for pastors and missionaries.

Thank you again for all of your prayers and support, En Gedi would not be possible without you and I am so grateful for your commitment.

Carl Walker

En Gedi Retreat, Inc

www.engediretreat.org
719-963-3983

engediretreat@earthlink.net
Prayer Items

· Donations, pray that God convict each persons heart that is willing to give.  Also pray that as I do “one on one” fund raising that God use the Holy Spirit to work in me and give me success.

· En Gedi Ambassadors – Pray that we find many willing and dedicated ambassadors who can spread the word around their church.  We want En Gedi to be known around the world.  Also please consider if you could volunteer to be an Ambassador.  
· Land procurement – Please pray that God lead us to the right piece of land for En Gedi, and the right home, whether it is bought or built.  My prayer is that God convicts someone’s heart to donate the land.
Action Items

· Donations- Pray and ask God if he would like you to donate to En Gedi. You can send a check or donate online at anyone of the funding levels. 

· Get the word out – Make a list of five people who would like to hear about En Gedi.  Talk to them about En Gedi, refer them to the website, or send me their names and numbers and I will do the work.

· Legacy Donors – Please think about anyone you know who might be willing to contribute to En Gedi in one of the top levels of giving.  I would like to speak to, encourage, and pray for them as they consider their level of giving.

Encourage your pastor – Please consider going to the En Gedi website and clicking on the “encourage your pastor here” link.  Here you will be able to write a letter of encouragement to your pastor.  These letters will be posted online and an email will be sent to your pastor letting him know he has encouragement posted.  This will not only encourage him but also allow him to find out about En Gedi and his opportunity to visit us in the future

