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Paul and Carl riding Happy and Gloria


      Paul and Carl
Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

First and before I forget, be sure to check out the new picture page on the En Gedi Website.  We have placed over 30 stunning photos there and they will give you a great feel for Fish and Cross Ranch and what pastor’s experience during their stay.  
Also, if you would like to come up to the ranch for some real cowboy training and work, please check out one of the “Western Heritage Retreats” offered at the ranch in July.

Well, last month at En Gedi we had a rare opportunity.  We were able to host a special pastor and his wife.  If you remember, about three years ago En Gedi got started when God sent a pastor named Paul to answer my specific prayer about whether or not I should build a pastor retreat.  Paul sat next to me on a flight and I got to hear his story of pastoring, working for the Kingdom, and suffering from depression.  I also learned on that flight that Paul couldn’t remember the last time he took a vacation of any sort, and so began En Gedi Retreat.
Last month we had the privilege of hosting Paul and his wife here at En Gedi thanks to Fish and Cross Ranch allowing us to use their newly remodeled guest house (which is beautiful!).  Paul and his wife came out for five days, spent a lot of time relaxing, sitting in the cowboy hot tub, having dinner with some of our En Gedi team, and Paul and I even got some time for a horse back ride.  During their time here they celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary, Paul’s birthday, and their very first vacation!  That is correct, their very first vacation in 30 years.  The last time they had a vacation (their honeymoon), it was marked by a broken down car on their first day after the wedding, two days in the basement of a church in the town where the car broke down, and spending all of their wedding money fixing the car to get home!  
Let me share with you a little of the letter he wrote to us:
Dear Carl and Family and Friends of En Gedi,


A week has slipped since my wife and I had the privilege of going to Yampa, Colorado.  I never dreamed my wife of 30 years and I would be staying at this beautiful 4,000 acre ranch.  Words will never describe what my wife and enjoyed for five days.  We slept a lot, going from 2,100 feet to 8,300 feet there is a little less oxygen!  We fellowshipped with Carl’s family and others, rode horses thanks to Mike and Ryan.  Mike and Becca brought us food and we felt so welcomed and loved.  David said it well “He daily leadeth us with benefits”.  


And guess what?  When we arrived at the guest house I discovered a wonderful thing – my cell phone had no reception, Hallelujah!  Thanks for giving us a place to take a relaxing vacation.  

May God kindly bless all of you and those who support and contribute to En Gedi.  
Rev Paul.   
I feel that giving Paul this blessing was just as much a blessing to us here at En Gedi as it was to him.  It was a real privilege to watch how God brought about this opportunity.  During his visit I was pleased to learn that after 10 years of battling depression, God lifted his depression last year.  No drugs, no mid life crisis change of careers, just trying to learn what God was teaching him, faithfully trusting Him that he had a purpose for what he was going through.  And now God is using his experience to reach out to individuals in ways he could not do before.  

Paul is such an inspiration to me, his unusually strong faith encourages me, his total dedication challenges me, his sacrifice for the Kingdom humbles me, and watching God take care of him comforts me.

Having Paul here is the perfect example of why we at En Gedi are doing what we are doing.  With God’s help and guidance our prayer is to host a pastor and missionary every week of the year when the final En Gedi home is built.  Please pray to help us make that happen.  
Our fundraising has begun and God has blessed us with some quick and blessed success!  Please pray that God will continue to guide us to the right people who have the heart to contribute to this vision.

Don’t forget to go view the new pictures, but be careful, staring too long might make you want to get in the car or book a plane ticket and come on out (which of course would be great).  

Carl Walker
CEO, En Gedi Retreat
719-963-3983
www.engediretreat.org
engediretreat@earthlink.net
 
