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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

In my last letter I told you about a wonderful donation we received that will allow En Gedi to enter into full time ministry: an entire cabin.  Since then we have been working hard to realize the dream of moving the cabin onto the ranch so we can host pastors, missionaries, and their families every day of the year.

Before I go into more detail about the cabin, our progress and needs.  I would like you to take a moment to pray for a pastor and his family who will be arriving here at En Gedi today to stay for the week of Thanksgiving.  Who they are and where they are from I cannot tell you, but I can tell you that they have three children and are serving in a church they felt The Lord calling them to.  This last year has been extremely tough on them and their church, both spiritually and emotionally.  Would you take just a moment right now and say a short prayer for them, that while they are here they would find peace, be given comfort from God, and be encouraged in the work they have been faithful to.  Thank you.

The Lance Cabin, in honor of Lance Dougherty, is the name of the donated cabin.  Over the past two months we have worked with Fish and Cross Ranch on the details of where to put the cabin and other important details as we blend our two ministries for the Kingdom.  A few places were discussed, but in the end we decided right in the main ranch area was the best place to realize this dream without incurring excessive costs of new roads, lengthy water lines, and new electric poles.  The placement of the cabin will allows guests an unrestricted view over an expansive valley filled with hay fields, aspen trees, the Flattop Mountains, and a running stream just down the hill.  Elk and deer will fill their view and horses will traverse a trail in front of them as they make their way to pasture.  Kids and parents alike will be able to walk to the barn or take a quick ride to the new roping arena to watch Mike or Tyler break in a new horse, brand new calves or bring the cattle in from grazing.  A quick stroll on one of the many paths and they will discover porcupines, grouse, hawks, bald and golden eagles, the howl of coyotes, or the silence of what seems to be an endless field of aspen trees filled with the markings of elk rubs.  

Does it sound nice?  I pray it is more than nice, I pray through God’s blessing that the Lance Cabin and the ranch will give so much more than it first seems to offer.   I often tell people, “Go north of here a while and you will soon run into Steamboat, go south of here a while and you will soon run into Vail, stay here a while and you will soon run into God.”
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I took this picture a mile from the ranch just a few weeks ago, this was about half of the herd.

Our work has just begun, and we need you help and prayers.  Curt from Distinguished Builders has not only donated so much of his time to this effort, but also brand new windows for the cabin, and an on-demand hot water heater that we plan to incorporate into heated flooring!  Jake from Jakes Drafting service has donated all of his time and is doing the site survey, energy audit, permitting, and drafting.  Brian from NWCC is helping us with soil samples for the cabin and leach field, and we are currently contacting many other businesses and individuals to receive as much assistance as God will allow.

In the end some services will simply need to be paid for, and that is where our need for donations is critical.  We estimate that putting the cabin in place will cost approximately $50,000.  Yes, raising money during a recession is a big challenge, but we serve a big God.  Also, raising $50,000 to start full time ministry instead of $500,000 puts things in perspective.  Don’t worry, we are continuing to plan to build what we refer to as “the final” En Gedi home. 

Right now En Gedi has enough money raised to cover the cost of operating The Lance Cabin for almost two years, and that is without any additional donations.  Our goal is to raise “new” money for moving The Lance Cabin.  We want to raise $50,000 in short order so that after the cabin is in place we can focus our efforts on booking, hosting, cleaning, and other challenges that will come as we start this ministry full time.  Why do we need this money in “short order” you ask?  Very simple, the land that the cabin currently sits on has been sold for development, and soon the cabin will be in the path of excavation equipment, so “short order” fundraising is what we are faithfully seeking.

I am of asking for you help in three ways:


First: Pray.  We need your daily prayers as we face challenges of not only fundraising, but also working with permitting, excavation, and other needs to move the cabin.


Second: If you have ever considered donating to En Gedi now would be a great time, please prayerfully consider how much money God would have you contribute.  Money given before the end of the year will be tax deductible in just a few short months.


Third: I have challenged my board and even some friends with doing some additional fundraising.  Would you prayerfully consider if you know someone who might be interested in helping En Gedi get launched into full time ministry?  If so would you please talk to them, forward them this letter, or set up a time where I might share this exciting vision with them?  

We are all very excited at En Gedi.   Once I see the cabin lifted off it’s current foundation we will be launching a grand opening campaign where one pastor and family will come to En Gedi completely free of charge: travel, food, horseback riding, everything on us.  You will have the chance to give your pastor or missionary that lucky vacation!  So stay up to date and continue to pray.


Don’t forget to go view the pictures page. 
In Him,

Carl

Carl Walker
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