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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

I write this letter from the hospital waiting room.  Audrey is having surgery today and this is honestly the first time since my last letter that I have actually had “time” to write you.  As you know from my past letters I have a profound appreciation for doctors and their commitment to my health, it is families like mine that keep doctors in business.  Before the surgery we had all kinds of hospital staff come in to do their duties and tell us about the procedure, but before the doctor came in, before the anesthesiologist came in, and even before the nurse came to say hello, one of the pastors from my church showed up.  Now to be honest we were not expecting a visit from anyone from the church, Audrey is just having a knee surgery that will be done long before I finish this letter.   I suppose that a visit from someone in the church is expected in an accident, heart surgery, birth of a baby or some other life threatening illness, but this is just a simple knee surgery.  So why do I not expect a visit from someone from the church?  Perception I suppose.  It is my perception that a surgery of this type does not “qualify” as receiving a visit from a pastor.  Yet it was my pastor’s perception that even just being in the hospital, for maybe any reason was worth a visit.  
However small this event may seem to you I think it provides an important insight into the hearts of the people who lead our church.  They see with a different view point granted to them, and us, only by access to the Holy Spirit.  They carry compassion, and sometimes maybe a burden, for all of the people in their church.  Quite unlike you and I who probably only carry that concern for our family and close friends.  This type of commitment can sometimes lead to burnout and a tired soul.  In fact this last week I received an email from a pastor of one of En Gedi’s Legacy donors.  He was very excited to hear about En Gedi, and even more excited that a member of his church cared enough about him to donate.  In his letter he expressed what he would like to see in a place like En Gedi (I ask all pastors for their input) and one of his comments came to me as no surprise:  
“Make sure that there are facilities with plenty of privacy.  Most pastors are "peopled out" and don't want 
to spend energy meeting a whole lot of brand new people they will never see again.”
Now if this seems a little harsh to you, don’t let it.  I have not come across a pastor yet who has not expressed to me that what they would really like is some time alone.  Some time to put the care and concern they usually spend on other people on themselves, their family, and their relationship with God.  This sentiment is even more prevalent in the missionaries that I interview and speak with.  In fact most of them say that don’t even need a “vacation” home, the just want an “alone” home.  The energy that we receive to carry out our daily spiritual trials comes from the Holy Spirit, and to keep the Holy Spirit active in our lives we need a time and place to listen for Him, something many pastors have neither of: time or place.  
You know by now that En Gedi’s vision is to assist our pastors and missionaries in realizing this “alone” time, or vacation time, or family time.  We know that after a few days, or week, or even more a pastor or missionary can come away from En Gedi feeling recharged by the Holy Spirit, ready to go back and give as God has called them to do.
So the challenge last month was to take En Gedi to your church.  En Gedi’s board of directors has been hard at work over the last 6 weeks contacting churches and sharing En Gedi’s vision with them.  With God’s blessing we are developing relationships with churches in Denver, Colorado Springs, Atlanta, Houston, and Sacramento, many because of prayer partners like you who took the vision to their church.  Some of the churches I call are so excited to be able to help their pastors and missionaries; others don’t even know that there is a “Pastor Appreciation Month”.  These churches are hard to reach and can be unaware of the troubles of their leadership, I ask for your prayers as these churches are contacted.
Though many churches have been reached I am still waiting to hear from some of you about your church.  I am excited to call churches and talk about En Gedi, I would love to go visit them as well, not matter where they are.  But I need you to make that first initial contact, so much more is accomplished when a member of the church brings forth an idea rather than an “outsider”.  Remember, developing a relationship with a church does not mean the church has to give to En Gedi financially.  As many of you know this is about networking, and the more networking you accomplish the more people you find that can really help you and help their church leadership.  Last month we have sent out over 100 information packets to prayer partners and churches, so far none of them have gone undelivered, so I am assuming you got one.  Please take some time to take a look at it, pray on it, contact and elder or deacon in your church and see if they would be willing to help us spread the word about the good En Gedi is going to do.  Remember, it is FREE for them, and everybody likes that.
So much more has transpired over the last month that I am not at liberty yet to put in writing.  However, I can tell you that God is being faithful to our prayers, and His power and will are keeping me and the board of directors in awe, so keep praying for En Gedi because God is listening.  Keep checking your email for possibly some big news coming soon.      

Well, I did finish this letter right as the doctor came out of surgery.  Guess it didn’t turn out to be a “small” surgery after all.  Looks like the damage to the cartilage in her knee was much worse than expected, so the doctor cut some small holes in the bone to help her “build” more cartilage.  Bottom line: she went into surgery thinking she would have one or two days on crutches, she will wake up in a few minutes to find she will be on crutches for six weeks, no load bearing at all.   Guess we needed those prayers the pastor had for us after all, keep praying for her please.  

Below you will find some of last months letter outlining how you may want to start contacting your church.  
.  
Here are our goals:


1. Play the video in as many churches as we can reach.

2. Inform congregations about what En Gedi is and what it is trying to achieve.

3. Gather support in donations and prayers to launch En Gedi into the next phase of purchasing land.

Here is what I am asking from you:

1. Take the video to your church elders or pastoral care committee. 
2. Tell them about En Gedi and our goals.

3. Ask them to play the video to your congregation during pastor appreciation month, October.  

4. Be a part of the prayer and the action that is required to build En Gedi Retreat.

I pray that you will choose to accept this call to action.  October is next month and you do not have much time to present this to your elders or pastoral care committee.  Before you begin you may want to familiarize yourself again with En Gedi by going to the website, reading your past prayer letters, or just call me and I will be happy to talk with you as long as you need to get comfortable before approaching your church.  Here are some steps to get you started:

1. Pray 


2. Get smart on En Gedi. (Website, letters, me)


3. Watch the video yourself, if you don’t have it in the mail yet you can download
     it from the front page of the En Gedi website.  (We are in the final editing 
     stages making it look great)

4. Contact your elders and pastoral care committee and talk with them.

5. Meet with them and answer the questions they may have, have them call me if 

    they would like.  


6.  Show them the video. (Either from the DVD or the website)

7.  Ask them what Sunday they will play the video.


8.  Also ask if on that same Sunday we could put an “advertisement” for En Gedi 

      in the weekly church bulletin.  This way members can go home with En 
      Gedi’s web address in their hands.  

9. Contact me with any needs, progress reports or ideas.

Remember:  
Even if you think your pastor doesn’t need what En Gedi provides, tens of thousands of pastors and missionaries around the world do.
  You pick the church and I will support you as best I can. Thank you again for all of your prayers, I look forward to talking with you soon. 

Carl Walker

CEO En Gedi Retreat, Inc

PO BOX 301, Monument, CO 80132

engediretreat@earthlink.net

www.engediretreat.org
