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A view of the front gate to Fish and Cross Ranch taken last week
Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

Pastor Appreciation Month
The last few months have been busy and exciting.  Before I give you an update please remember that October is pastor appreciation month.  I hope that your church is collectively doing something for your pastor and I hope that you are individually doing something for your pastor.  Here are a couple ideas if you need them: a gift card to a local restaurant or coffee shop, a nice card or letter telling them how much you appreciate their hard work and leadership, an offer to take care of their children while they go on a date night, or a home cooked meal you can invite them over for or drop off at their house.  Maybe you have a skill they could benefit from: an oil change and car checkup, a computer service or help with programs, maybe a room in their house needs painting or some yard work needs to be done, maybe you could drop by the local electric or utility company and pay their next electric bill anonymously, then just sit back and imaging their surprise when they get their next bill that has “zero due” on it.  If nothing else stop and take five minutes to earnestly pray for your pastor and his family, the results will be felt in his life I am sure.  To help us all understand a pastors life a little better and what drives us here at En Gedi Retreat to build this home for them, I will share with you part of an email I got just this week from a pastor
“I would really appreciate a place where I can go and get away with my family. I think most pastors have good intentions when it comes to family but lack the time and resources to really enjoy their families. So many pastors’ children fall away from the faith. Some resent that their father is involved in ministry. Sometimes pastors spend so much time meeting the needs of their flock that they neglect time with their own family. In order for me to truly get away and spend time with my family, we have to physically leave the area. Leave the phone behind. Leave the house that folks stop over freely to. Basically we must, run and hide. I have come to know that in order for me to have good, quality moments with my wife and children, we must do this. We must get away. Jesus often withdrew. Jesus often took those two or three closest to Him and withdrew. That is exactly what pastors must do with their families. Thank you for providing a place for pastors to connect with their families.”

Summer Cabin Report

As you know this summer we had the privilege of having pastors and their families come up to Fish and Cross Ranch.  It was a true blessing for me and some of our board members to be there when the first family arrived.  It was a pastor, his wife, and their three children who came for four days.  We spent about 45 minutes with them before dropping them off at the cabin. The pastors wife was beaming the entire time, she was thrilled to have her husband and family all to herself for just a few precious days.  While they were here they went fishing, hiking, exploring, took a long horseback ride, and visited the cowboy hot tub numerous times.  I was lucky enough to pass by them on their way out and we got to talk again for just a minute.   What a difference in the pastor’s demeanor.  When he first showed up I could tell he was still in “pastor mode”, his mind not quite relaxed and his thoughts still bouncing from one ministry concern to another.  When he left he was visibly calmer, his words were not as rushed, his gaze more focused on the beauty around him, and his whole family was sitting in the car with huge smiles on their faces thanking me for this opportunity.  And as much joy they took in being here, I think I had just as much joy in my heart knowing En Gedi had helped our first pastor and his family. 

We had other pastors and families come up as well, some with their families for vacation, some just by themselves to enjoy some fishing and down time.  It was nice to know that En Gedi’s “open use” idea is already being used: we provide the place, the pastor or missionary determines best how to use it.  Once again I want to thank everyone at Fish and Cross Ranch for providing us this great opportunity.
Winter Cabins Available

Fish and Cross Ranch has graciously extended their offer to help pastors and missionaries by providing use of the ranch this winter!  Details will be coming soon in the next letter and on the website, so pass this information along to all the pastors and missionaries you know.  This is a great opportunity to continue our work while raising money for the final En Gedi Home.
A New Team Member

God has sent an invaluable team member to En Gedi Retreat.  Mike Sherrill has joined En Gedi’s team as the Director of Missionary Outreach.  Why that position?  Mike and his wife Becca have served as missionaries.  They served a year in Krasnodar, Russia as missionaries carrying out the Lord’s work there.  Mike has a huge heart for missionaries and pastors and truly understands firsthand the trials they experience.  Mike has already jumped in the middle of what we are doing and is actively helping us on numerous projects.  You will be hearing from Mike soon as he will be writing a letter educating us all about some of the ups and downs of a missionary journey.  
Pastors Conference This Weekend

This weekend in Steamboat Springs there is an annual pastor’s conference and meeting.  We have the privilege of having a booth for En Gedi Retreat in order to inform pastors about opportunities we can provide them.  There will be hundreds of pastors attending this weekend’s conference and we have prepared flyers and DVD’s to inform them of our mission.  This is going to be a wonderful opportunity for us to spread the word to a large group of pastors all at the same time, please pray that God would bless our interaction with each of them.  
Carl Walker
CEO, En Gedi Retreat
719-963-3983
www.engediretreat.org
engediretreat@earthlink.net
 
Action Items-

· We need your help in spreading the word about the winter cabins.  Please forward this email to as many people as you know who have a pastor or missionary.  Call your pastor or missionary and tell them about this opportunity for them.  Pray that these cabins will be a place of relaxation, healing and encouragement for the pastors and missionaries who do come.

Prayer requests:

- Pray that all the pastors and missionaries who will come this winter will be blessed and healed while they are here.  We are working hard to make their stay one of a kind and we could use lots of prayers as we strive to serve them.  

- En Gedi is an official Colorado Non-Profit Organization, and we are now in the process of filing our Federal Non-Profit paperwork.  This process generally takes a long time and is heavily scrutinized.  Please pray that this filing will go smoothly and quickly.

