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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,
In 1 Kings 19 Elijah is running for his life, he goes to hide in a cave.  He is simply scared.  God comes and talks to him.  Which you would think would be enough to encourage Elijah.  But it is not.  God tells Elijah that He, God, is going to pass by and Elijah should go stand on the mountain and wait.  Then there is a huge windstorm, but God is not in that.  Then an earthquake, but God is not in that either.  Then a huge firestorm, but God is not in that.  But then God appears in the quiet sound of blowing, and Elijah is amazed.   Only then does he follow God’s voice and do what is requested of him.

But why?  

Wasn’t God voice enough from the beginning?

No.

I think Elijah needed God’s presence.  God’s Holy Spirit.  It is in His presence and by His presence that we come to a better reality of the immensity of “I AM”, and come to a better understanding of what he can do through us.   And though the times I personally do hear Him I am amazed, it is the times I am in His presence where I am overcome.  I think Elijah needed to be overcome. 
In John 16 Jesus promises to send all believers the Holy Spirit.   In other translations the Holy Spirit is called comforter, counselor, and teacher.  Every day I learn more and more about His infinite power in the life of a Christian believer.  A little on that in a second.   
One common question asked about En Gedi Retreat is “Other than a free place to stay, what does En Gedi provide while the pastor is there: counseling, teaching, guidance?”  Many are surprised to hear my response: “Nothing really”.  “Nothing?” they respond somewhat surprised.  “No” I say “It is God’s intent for En Gedi Retreat to be a place where we provide the house, and God provides…well…the God.”  That may sound overly simple, but to the pastors that have taken advantage of En Gedi (twelve so far), the simplicity of God’s presence here is life changing, read some of their words.
“This week was needed so badly for our little family…I know if we had not taken time to step away from this rollercoaster and trust God then we would be in such a different place… We really do feel renewed & ready to go home & love & serve each other & the church & our community.”
“He (my husband pastor) has been slowly burning out for the past 6 months, and I have had my own struggles.  Our marriage and our ministry was beginning to suffer.  After just a few short days here, and many heart-to-hearts with each other and with God, we are both ready to go home to our ministry and our 3 amazing children.”
“This was one of the great weeks of our lives.”
So when an older pastor couple says “This was one of the great weeks of our lives”, that means something special is happening here.  And it is not the free cabin, it is not the amazing ranch, and it is surely not anything anyone at En Gedi Retreat is doing.  It is the presence of the Holy Spirit, His infinite power working in the hearts of pastors and missionaries; His counsel, His comfort, and His teaching that make this place wonderful.  Let me be clear, without His presence, En Gedi Retreat would just be another cabin on another ranch; it is by His presence that anything good happens here.
Last week we were down to our last 300 dollars, we didn’t know where we would get the money to buy chinking from to complete the outside of the cabin before winter sets in.  That week I sat next to a lady on a plane, we began to talk and I told her a one sentence summary of what we do at En Gedi.  She lit up like a light and told me a thirty minute story that ended with this “and for the last six weeks I have been meeting with my pastor and his wife just to encourage them, and at our LAST meeting I told them we needed to find a place for them to get away for a while and rest, and here you are!”  She donated a thousand dollars without me ever saying a word.  You can’t plan meetings like that (I know, I have tried).  It is the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.
We took that thousand dollars and bought chinking.  I put a post on Facebook that I could use some help applying the chinking.  That day a family read the post and came to help.  The thing is they drove 13 hours to help!  They helped for a day, and then drove 13 hours again to go back to their jobs!  That may not make sense in earthly terms, but their help was perfectly timed and much needed and appreciated.  You don’t do things like that unless you are moved by the Holy Spirit, unless His presence is active in your life.  A huge thanks to the Floyd family from Kansas City who drove out, helped until the were literally sick from the altitude and heat, then drove back.  What a blessing you were.  
Twelve pastors have come through in the last two months, and the next three months are booking up quickly.  The cabin still needs some furniture, a new front door, and better insulation, so if the Holy Spirit leads you to donate please do.     

Take a moment to praise God for His Holy Spirit in us, among us, and through us.

In Him,

Carl Walker
CEO, En Gedi Retreat
719-963-3983
www.engediretreat.org
engediretreat@earthlink.net
