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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

A few Sundays ago my pastor was preaching from the book of Nehemiah and brought to light a shortcoming that I sometimes possess, and maybe you do as well.  You see there are many times in my life when the Devil and his demons are on the assault, charging at my life, my walk with Christ, and my loved ones with their screaming and terror.  I can see them come over the hill with hate and fury in their eyes, using deception as their weapon.   Yet as they clearly march into the valley where the fog can be as thick as my fear, identifying which one has his will set on my destruction can be as difficult as getting the exact time of day by looking directly into the sun.   It becomes blinding and painful. So there are times that instead of being patient and looking for the fall of a shadow to tell the time, I simply close my eyes and pray.  Why?  Because it is easier I suppose.  Blind praying can sometimes be an easy alternative to grabbing my sword and shield and preparing myself for battle.  Ever find yourself in that situation: prayer with no action?  I do.  Sometimes as I pray for lighting bolts from heaven to strike my foe I think God is screaming at me, “Carl, get out your sword out and start swinging, fight what you can see, move forward when the next step is clear.  Trade your fear for My strength, and see if when you raise your head from this battle you are not all that is left standing atop the demons who once hunted you!”
The example from Nehemiah could not be clearer.  When the Jews were rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem the Arabs, Ammonites and others were less than pleased. 
Nehemiah 4:8-9

“They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it.  But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.”
While the Jews were rebuilding the wall every man, even those working, was carrying a weapon in hand, ready for battle.  
Prayer AND action is the plan we need to put into practice.  Have you ever thought that God may not direct your steps in life until after you raise your foot up off the ground in faith, then letting it land where He directs it.  So many times we stand with both feet firmly planted on the ground waiting for the path to be lit.  And yet why?  Will not God guide our footsteps with or without the light He does not need to show us the way?
So my prayer partners, this is the time I am calling you to action.  You have been faithful in praying for En Gedi since January, and for that I am grateful and blessed.  Your prayers have helped guide this vision of His much farther than we could have ever 
done on our own.  However, now has come a time when we need to spread the word of En Gedi with your assistance.  Over the last two months we have worked hard shooting an introduction video for En Gedi.  The goal was simple:  make a video that informs, educates, and calls people to action when they see it.  Of course, in that seemingly simple task we had to create a video that could be played in churches of all kinds, connect with people of all ages and backgrounds, stay within our budget, and of course be short enough for churches to play to their congregation on Sunday morning.  Alas, after many versions and focus groups, we have two videos that fit those criteria.  The first video called “Why En Gedi” is designed to be viewed by you, church leadership, and the pastor care committee, the second video called “About En Gedi” is designed to be viewed by everyone including the general congregation.  
Here are our goals:


1. Play the video in as many churches as we can reach.

2. Inform congregations about what En Gedi is and what it is trying to achieve.

3. Gather support in donations and prayers to launch En Gedi into the next phase of purchasing land.

Here is what I am asking from you:

1. Take the video to your church elders or pastoral care committee. 
2. Tell them about En Gedi and our goals.

3. Ask them to play the video to your congregation during pastor appreciation month, October.  

4. Be a part of the prayer and the action that is required to build En Gedi Retreat.

I pray that you will choose to accept this call to action.  October is next month and you do not have much time to present this to your elders or pastoral care committee.  Before you begin you may want to familiarize yourself again with En Gedi by going to the website, reading your past prayer letters, or just call me and I will be happy to talk with you as long as you need to get comfortable before approaching your church.  Here are some steps to get you started:

1. Pray 


2. Get smart on En Gedi. (Website, letters, me)


3. Watch the video yourself, if you don’t have it in the mail yet you can download
     it from the front page of the En Gedi website.  (We are in the final editing 
     stages making it look great)

4. Contact your elders and pastoral care committee and talk with them.

5. Meet with them and answer the questions they may have, have them call me if 

    they would like.  


6.  Show them the video. (Either from the DVD or the website)

7.  Ask them what Sunday they will play the video.


8.  Also ask if on that same Sunday we could put an “advertisement” for En Gedi 

      in the weekly church bulletin.  This way members can go home with En 
      Gedi’s web address in their hands.  

9. Contact me with any needs, progress reports or ideas.

Remember:  
Even if you think your pastor doesn’t need what En Gedi provides, tens of thousands of pastors and missionaries around the world do.
Soon you will receive a packet in the mail with the following items: En Gedi Intro DVD, a sample of what could be put in the weekly bulletin, En Gedi business cards, a letter to give to your church staff when you meet with them, and a few suggestions of what one might say prior to playing the DVD to your congregation.  

If every prayer partner can reach one church then we can spread the word to over 90 churches and possibly over 100,000 people!  We will need everyone.  We have worked hard on this video but it cannot help us if no one sees it.  Will you help En Gedi?  I pray so. But don’t wait to contact your church, contact them this week.  Give them as much head’s up as possible as most elders and pastoral care committees have other jobs as well.  Soon you will also receive a phone call from me in hopes of answering your questions, encouraging you, and offering my assistance.  We will be keeping track of the churches we contact and, of course, sending their pastors a personal invitation to En Gedi.  
We need everyone’s help in getting En Gedi built.  If you go to Tri-Lakes chapel with me, I will be contacting our church; but please consider contacting another church: maybe a church you used to go to, maybe a church your parents, kids, or friends go to.  You pick the church and I will support you as best I can. Thank you again for all of your prayers, I look forward to talking with you soon. 

Carl Walker
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