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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

Is God here?  

Do you ever find yourself asking that question?  Does “walking through the valley of the shadow of death” feel like a life long journey?  Do the challenges that you face bring more anxiety than the promise of a stronger and better “you”?  Does “as iron sharpens iron” bring back painful memories?
Is God here?  There are times I used to ask that question.  Struggles I could not explain, questions I could not answer, pain I felt would not go away.  Sometimes I still get the urge to ask that question, but now when I get the urge I try to rephrase it like this “God, show me where You are…I know You are here.”   I ask it that way because I now understand I have a sight problem.  I understand that just because I can’t see Him working around me, doesn’t mean He is not.  I have a hearing problem too.  The most common question I get from Christians and non-Christians alike is “Does God ever talk to you?”  To which my response for the last decade has been “He is always talking to me, I just stink at listening.”  I don’t say that to be clever.  I say that because it is true.  And though I hear Him far more often now than say…five years ago, I know I am still only getting a little of what He is sending my way.  So I am more likely to doubt my presence in front of God than His presence in front of me.  
The biblical example I like is in Joshua, when the two spies are sent into Jericho to spy out the land.  The King of Jericho is out looking for them.  A dangerous mission you think?  So they stay at the house of a harlot named Rahab, and when the Kings men came to her house she say’s “they left”, when in reality she hid them on her roof.  The King would have killed her for that lie.  Here is the great thing, what were the spies thinking when the kings men came to the door?  What are the chances they found the one person in all of Jericho that was going to protect them with her own life?  Not very good I would guess, but once again God was working where none could see, in the hearts of his people.

The Lance Cabin foundation is another example.  We were hoping that a company in New Mexico was going to donate a foundation, and we waited all of January and February for them to get back to us, only to say they were not interested.  I was pretty bummed; the whole project was delayed for two months because of this.  Momentum is hard to gain again once lost.  We contacted another foundation company.  The salesman said he would ask his supervisors.  So we waited again.  I called a week later only to find out they were not interested either.  Another dead end.  No more time to seek out donations, we would just have to pay for the foundation.  Then a few days later I get a message from the salesman saying even though they wouldn’t donate the foundation, he believed in what En Gedi was doing and was going to try and get us the foundation at cost.  It worked, saving us about four thousand dollars!  The miraculous thing is that I had not had a good opportunity to tell the salesman all that we were doing.  So I was even less confident that he caught the vision, but somewhere in there God was working in the hearts of His people, I just couldn’t see it. 
Now we are waiting on permitting for the Lance Cabin.  Easy right?  It’s not like a 600sq ft cabin won’t fit on Fish and Cross’ 4,000 acres.  Well, the permitting department here in Routt County…is a bit tricky.  More paperwork and agreements must be made, all taking time…precious time.  “God, show me where you are…”  
The true reality of the situation is that we have two months to get the Lance Cabin moved up to the ranch, placed on the foundation we have not built yet, and fixed up before June 8th.  June 8th is our first scheduled reservation.  So what will that take?  “God, show me where you are…”  

We need your prayers if we are to have a summer full of pastors and missionaries staying in The Lance Cabin.
In short, the permit must be approved.  The leach field and foundation must be dug, septic tank put in.  The cabin must be trucked from Steamboat to Fish and Cross Ranch.  The old floor system will be torn up and a new one installed.  New windows, new heater, new flooring, painting, furniture, inspections…I think you are starting to get the picture.  Yet even in everything that must be done I am reminded of this quote.
“We must always come to confront the circumstances that confront us in light of the fact of who God is.”

So that is it.  I am not asking for money, donations, contacts…just prayers.  It would be difficult for me to describe to you how excited I am that we are on the cusp of starting full time ministry to pastors and missionaries. I have no lack of requests for reservations.  I wish I could describe their faces they day they show up and their eyes have trouble taking in all the beauty of Fish and Cross Ranch.  They pause for a long time, then usually ask again if it really is free, which makes me smile as I say “yes”.  
Sometimes I think God is listening to our prayers and He is thinking “C’mon, pray bigger than that, I could do that without even trying, pray for something really hard, pray for a miracle, pray for something that only I COULD DO, pray the IMPOSSIBLE, then watch my glory unfold in front of your eyes.”

So pray big, real big.

Prayerfully,
Carl Walker
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