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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,


The Plight of a Permit.  A Permit in Peril.  A Permit in a Pinch.  A Permit in Pain.  All titles I thought of to name this update letter given the last three months of trying to get our permit for The Lance Cabin completed (no, it is not complete yet).  However, after a few days of God revealing Himself I decided to just name it “Where I am Not Looking.”  

First things first.  If there is a “gap” of knowledge you are missing between the last written update letter (April) and this one, it might be because you have not gone to the En Gedi website and viewed our two video updates that we posted last month.  So please visit www.engediretreat.org and take a look at the new videos and the grand opening campaign.  


Our permit.  After being in “the works” for three months, our permit was finally second in line for the final review and sign off.  Then last Monday we were told that to move The Lance Cabin we would need a demolition permit from the county (more fees, paperwork, time), and a demolition permit from the state (more fees, paperwork, time, and an asbestos inspection at the cost of $500 or more), and approval from city council to move a building inside city limits to somewhere, or anywhere, else (lots and lots of time).  


After hearing this news from Curt at Distinguished Builders I was…less than happy.  But then God was kind to us, showing us where he was already working.


First, after the bad news Curt looked me straight in the eye and said, “Carl, you must be doing something right with En Gedi, because the devil is fighting you at every turn.”  This comment immediately lifted my spirits and was a gentle reminder that we are to “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” James 1:2-3.   Thank you Curt for lifting my head toward our King.  

Second, a lady at the building department who, in the past, has been less than helpful, out of no asking on my part, made numerous phone calls and face to face meetings on our behalf.  Within an hour she had: 1. made arrangements for us to skip the paperwork portion of the demolition permit, doing the filing herself.  2. readjusted the permit fee to account for the fact that this was an existing building and not a new building, saving us around $400 on the original permit, and 3. researched to find out that The Lance Cabin sits on a small tract of land outside city limits, relieving us of the requirement to send the approval through the City Council.  

Third, I scheduled an asbestos inspection and was trying to figure out how I could raise money to pay for it when Northwest Colorado Consultants came through for us again, donating $500 of the cost!  Thank you so much Brain and Kristina at NWCC.  


So after these three reminders from God that he is still with us here at En Gedi, and he still has a plan for hosting pastors on a full time basis, I changed the title of this letter to something that would glorify God and give Him the credit for what is happening here at En Gedi Retreat.  


Of course we still have pastors who need vacations, and for those with current bookings we are using hotels here in Steamboat Springs with the help of some donated hotel points.  New bookings are being delayed until we have the permit in hand and the cabin in place.  

As always, we need your prayers:

- Pray that the “final” steps of the permitting process go smooth and that we will have our permit in hand soon.
- Pray that the rest of the septic system will go in without problems, as well as the foundations preparation.

- Pray that God will raise up another donor to cover the $8,000 needed to complete the project.

- Pray for your pastor and missionary, for God to strengthen them, comfort them, and give the supernatural guidance in their lives and ministries.
In Him,
Carl Walker
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