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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners.

So much is happening here at En Gedi Retreat!  It will be difficult to keep this update letter short, but I will try.  First, if you are not following us on Face Book please do, we have a Face Book page dedicated to En Gedi Retreat with lots of pictures and information.  You can see it here, and become a fan please.
Before I update you on the status of The Lance Cabin, I would like to relay a few comments from a recent pastor stay.  Even though The Lance Cabin is not ready we were able to host a pastor and his wife and four daughters thanks to the donation of a local’s home not currently in use.  After they stayed every person in their family wrote a heartfelt thank you letter (it is common to get a thank you letter from the pastor, but this is our first thank you letter from the entire family, six letters in all!).  As you read these short clips from long letters I pray you get an appreciation for why the work of En Gedi Retreat is so critical to keeping God’s kingdom healthy.  
“I’ve treasured the quietness and the beautiful views while spending time with Christ in His word.  We’ve had walks together, out loud reading time, playing games, laughing, deep talks and prayer.  This has been so wonderful for our family… I’d also like you to know the oasis this has been for my husband.  Since you know much of the lives of pastors, you probably understand the need for breaks… Bursts of free time away from ministry help him tremendously.  Thank you, thank you, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.”  Pastors Wife.

“When looking at the mountains I find myself detesting the landscape back home of corn and beans.  But then I remember that God carefully crafted the entire universe and I should be awed by all of it, no matter what it is.” Daughter, Age 18

“I have learned that if God crafted these beautiful mountains then can take care of my little worries. “ Daughter, Age 15
“I will leave here tomorrow feeling refreshed.  How wonderful it has been to be away from everything – to retreat with my family and the Lord.  What you have done for us, and many other families I’m sure, is rare and beautiful.” Daughter, Age 22

The last three weeks we have been working hard on getting The Lance Cabin ready as quickly as possible.  Last week was our biggest week of work in our entire ministry.  We took off all the old siding and walls, replaced the outside of the home with new material and house wrap, and almost completed all the water and plumbing systems. Thank you so much to those who volunteered (from age 50 down to age 4).  Today, as I write this, the spray foam company is installing spray foam in the exterior walls of the cabin (this will make it very energy efficient and quiet).  Once they are finished we will be hard at work doing dry walling, roofing, installing new big windows, staining, siding, flooring, painting, propane, and electrical hookups.  This Saturday, we will be installing a radiant floor heating system, which we are very excited about as this is the “icing on the cake” for those cold Colorado winters.  We have three solid weeks of work left, so please volunteer if you are able, even if just for a day.  As always, our goal is to make a place of retreat that is first class and really makes pastors and missionaries feel special.  
We also need to say thank you as at the end of our last letter we told you we were still $10,000 short on funding The Lance Cabin project.  Thanks to caring donors like you, we received $2,500 in donations in two weeks.  Thank you so much for those who donated.  Now, of course, the math here is easy, and we are still short $7,500, so if you have not donated yet and God leads you, now would be a great time to send in a donation.  Thank you again for your support.
We are currently receiving requests for bookings at the rate of two per week, and are booked solid for the end of July, August, and some of September (and we don’t even advertise yet).  So if you can help please do, launching En Gedi into full time ministry is just a short distance away.  By the grace of God we have gone from a simple vision he gave us to full time ministry in three and a half years!  Praise Him for that work!  
In Him,

Carl Walker
CEO, En Gedi Retreat
719-963-3983
www.engediretreat.org
engediretreat@earthlink.net
