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Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

An opportunity to be very “real” came up this morning as I was getting my “news” on the internet. As you know from reading many of my letters pastors are not immune to sin, nor temptation, nor failure.  In fact, many argue that their temptation is even greater given their position and the strategic advantage the Devil see’s in “taking a pastor down” publicly.  Of course the example below is an easy sin to identify, but this is just an example of one sin, many pastors suffer from even more insidious sins like envy (of another church, another pastor), Pride (look at the great church I lead), Super Pastor Syndrome (I can be everything to everyone), and bitterness (no one around here appreciates me), and yes: real chronic depression.  

Of course my communication to you is not for condemnation or judgment purposes, but education.  The more you are educated about your pastors the more effectively you can pray and minister to them (yes, I said you can minister to your pastor).  I have spoken with so many elders, deacons, and leaders in churches who have said to me “yes, many pastors suffer from those issues, but you can rest assured ours does not”.  I so wish that was true.  However, that is the Devil building a wall around your heart that encourages you to see your pastor through rose colored glasses.  It is his way of building up in your church the expectation that your pastor is everything to everyone, above sin, closer to God than everyone else in the church.  The Devil does this for many reasons: one reason is when he finally gets the pastor to burnout then he can often take out the pastor’s congregation as well.  Another reason is that it keeps individuals in the congregation from volunteering, leading, helping and assisting as they should.  Many people only volunteer when they think something is wrong or they see a need.  If the devil can keep the need hidden then he is effective in keeping the people lazy.  

Your pastor struggles, your pastor sins, your pastor gets up some days and does not want to pray, your pastor has problems with his family, your pastor has problems within his heart, your pastor is just like you: human.  And just like you he needs all the help and prayer he can get to make his life, ministry, and relationship with God stronger and more effective.  Pray for him and his family, he doesn’t just want it, he needs it.

Take a minute to view the interview on cnn.  The link is provided here and below.  

Pastor David Eric Jones from First Baptist Church in Jayton Texas wrote a book called “My Struggle, Your Struggle”.  He was interviewed on CNN about his addiction.  You can see his interview here.   

In Him,

Carl Walker
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