I would like you to slap your pastor.

Yep, one good open handed slap.  If needed.  Let me explain before you report me to the authorities.  

You can help keep your pastor grounded.  You can help keep him in the realms of the real world.  You, yes you, can give him to room to be sad, even angry, to rest, to keep his priorities focused.  So when he gets off track, and doesn’t know he is off track, that little sting of the slap might realign his vision.  But you can’t do anything like this without some loving boldness.   Some more discussion below.

Here is what I believe most pastors want, this is a quote from a missionary who wrote us recently.

“Obedience is our response to love.  In America, we tend to stress that your love is shown and will follow obedience.  We tend to want people to live the Christian life in hopes that their relationship and love for God will grow.  I believe we have the cart in front of the horse.  We should be helping others to love God, and their obedience and sacrifice will be a heart-felt response to their love.“  Greg

Now, that is a whole lot of the New Testament summed up in a few short sentences.  Isn’t it?  Having spent a bit of time with lots of different pastors from lots of different churches, I think I can honestly say 90% of them feel this way.  They really do want you to love God before anything else.

Now, let me give you the reality of a human’s mind, not just a pastor’s mind, but a human’s.  Here are some words from a pastor of 20 years.

His first years
“If we could break the 200 (size of congregation) barrier, I’d be a winner, I could die in peace.”

His middle years
“The truth is I had become so enamored with leadership literature, business best practices, and management technique that I had begun to lose sight of the heart and soul of pastoral ministry. “

His final years
“I was so drained and depleted from the relentless pace of ministry that the thought of preaching three times and engaging with all the people who would “need” me was more than I could bear.  I toyed with the idea of playing “Pastoral Hooky”.  I turned to my wife and said four words that scared us both ‘I hate my job’.  I’d never said, (or even thought) anything like that before.”

Now, before I go on, you must understand that through his entire 20 years, his congregation, and the Holy Spirit, gently warned him of some of these less than healthy attitudes and actions.  But he didn’t listen.  He needed to be slapped (lovingly).  The loving words of admonishment were not enough, sometimes harder words from multiple people are needed.  Don’t we all need that at times?  Numerous friends telling us we’re off track prior to us being convinced?  I do.	

So, what am I saying?  Your pastor’s intentions are pure, but his inner battle with pride and sin and the need to be important sometimes pull and tug at him.  Don’t believe me?  Just take a look in the mirror and ask yourself, “Do I struggle with pride, sin, envy, money, sex?”  If the answer is “yes”, then you can guarantee your pastor struggles from the same things; nobody gets a pass on struggling with sin, not even your super holy pastor.   We are all in the “sin-boat” together, and the truth is, it smells like dead fish in here.  
	So what can you do?  Simple:  Be honest with him. 
- Is he spending too much time at church and too little time with his wife?  Tell him his wife should never take a back seat to his ministry, slap if necessary.   
- Can you remember the last time he had a vacation, can he even remember when?  Remind him that even Jesus and Paul took time to rest, slap if necessary.  
- When was the last time someone other than him preached at your church?  Tell him that other people can bring the message while he takes a few weeks off, even if he is still coming to church but not preaching, and you won’t mind or think less of him for it, slap if necessary.  
- Are there other men and women in your church who have spiritual gifts that the pastor refuses to let help take the load off of him?  Slap first, and then tell him to get over himself.
- Is he overly concerned with how many people attend on Sunday?   Remind him that pastors only preach, but it is God that makes things grow, slap if necessary.     

Now, for some of you, physical violence may be a bit too much, and I am kidding about slapping your pastor, at least mostly kidding.  But I say this to stress a point.  If you don’t keep your pastor in check, who will?  It may be terribly hard to confront a pastor, and he may not like what you say.  However, do not let this keep you from doing such.  Bring these issues to him in love, prayer, seriousness, and power so that there is no confusion about what you are trying to say: “I love you and care about you, which is why I am telling you these things.”  And isn’t that the truth? 

Your pastor will thank you for it (just maybe not right away).
Let me say that again.
Your pastor will thank you for it.

Let me finish with this quote from the same pastor after his 20 years of pastoring came to an end.

“Nearly 20 years of late night meetings, skipped vacations, non-existent  boundaries, and “Sure, I can do that” had taken their toll.  My tank was empty.  If I had to do it all over again, I’d make the kind of decisions that would allow me to do ministry in a way that would not leave me chronically tired, overly busy, and emotionally depleted.  How would I do that?  I’d preach less frequently.  (It’s good for the congregation to hear different voices anyway).  I’d simplify church programming.  I’d get religious about taking my day off and using up all my vacation time.  I disclose to the board if I felt like I was drowning. I’d take naps.  I’d get over myself and not feel so indispensable.  And I’d encourage our staff and ministry leaders to do the same. “

For our supporters:
If your pastor does not need slapping, give a pat on the back.
Yes, we are still helping pastors, summer schedule is almost booked solid.
Yes, we are still raising money for our matching challenge campaign, we only have $800 to get to our goal.  Thanks to all who have donated so far.  

For our pastors:
Take a break, take a nap, take a vacation, we love you, and the church will still be here when you get back, promise.  
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