Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

	We are very excited to announce that because of a generous donor, you have the opportunity to have your donations matched dollar for dollar!  Starting today, every dollar donated to En Gedi Retreat will be matched dollar for dollar up to 3,000 dollars.  All you need to do is donate and write on your check “please match”.  This will be a huge help to us as we are preparing to build a deck, do landscaping, and send out our first advertisement that will reach over 50,000 pastors around the world!  If you have ever considered donating to En Gedi Retreat, now would be a great time.  
	Why would a donor contribute to this ministry as he has?  Simply, God.  God is showing people all the time about the realities of being a pastor or missionary, and because of that, people want to help these leaders stay strong in their calling, refreshed in their study, and ready for the work God has blessed them in.  
In the process of making this donation, this donor had an experience with a pastor who had just recently moved across the country to a new church with lots of internal strife, and then less than six months later was asked to leave.  Now the pastor and his family are 1500 miles from their last home and truly friendless, until this donor was encouraged by a friend to go pay him a visit, even though he doesn’t go to his church.  Here are some of his words;

“I arrived and told them a friend mentioned that life hadn't been too friendly lately and thought I might stop by.  I was invited in and spent the next two hours talking with them over their crisis.  After being at the church for six months, trying to repair lots of old wounds, the church leadership asked them to leave.  If that were not enough, no one in the church befriended the pastor.  He and his wife and kids were all alone in a place they had only lived for 6 months, and they were now jobless on a shoestring budget. We invited them over for small group and ended up spending half the day enjoying watching a football game with them.  To say that the pastor and his wife were disillusioned would be accurate.  They felt very alone and were very encouraged by me and my family’s time with them.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now friends, I want you to understand the most important part of this story.  It is not that the donor was helped in his conviction to donate to En Gedi Retreat; it is not that, now more than ever, this donor believes in the need of what we are doing here at En Gedi Retreat.  The most important part of this story is that the pastor was “very encouraged” after spending time with his family, that his family reached out to a pastor and provided the love and kindness the pastor so needed.   That is exactly what we are trying to do at En Gedi Retreat, and when you do this, when given the opportunity (or you make the opportunity), you are extending the reach of what En Gedi does far beyond the walls of The Lance Cabin.  
	If you can donate financially to En Gedi Retreat, now is a great time with a matching donor.  However, if you cannot donate financially to En Gedi, there are other ways you can “donate”: invite a pastor over for dinner and friendly conversation, take a pastor out for a round of golf, or a day on the slopes, send a missionary a card telling them you are praying for them, or be one of the people in your church who sees your pastor not as an “employee”, but as a member of your church family that needs the love, forgiveness, and care that you would extend to every other member of your church.  
	We have two missions at En Gedi Retreat: help pastors here at Fish and Cross Ranch, and help pastors when they return to their churches.  We can do the part here with the help of your “dollars”, but we cannot do the part at your church without the help of “you”, going beyond En Gedi Retreat.

	Remember, you can now donate via PayPal on our website, and please mark all checks and donations with “please match.”

In Him,


Carl Walker
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