Dear En Gedi Prayer Partners,

[bookmark: _GoBack]	After we announced a generous donor would match dollar for dollar up to 3,000 dollars last month, we had almost 2,000 dollars in donations received in just two weeks!  Thank you so much for your generosity and support of En Gedi Retreat.	

As the winter trudges on, we are pushing forward to put the final touches on The Lance Cabin: the deck, landscaping, and final interior decorating.  As we seek to raise the final 1,000 dollars in our matching challenge, we continue to push forward in these areas as spring will soon be upon us.  The summer is booking up fast, with pastors scheduled for almost all of June through August, and May is starting to fill up as well (and our advertisement in Leadership Journal doesn’t go out for another two months!).

In our last letter, we shared with you how God showed our matching donor just how important caring for pastors is, even when it is not your pastor.  In this letter, we would like to share another story of Lisa, the donor who has volunteered to put the final interior touches on the inside of The Lance Cabin.  I love stories like this because God communicates so much, so clearly, to those who are listening.  I am sure you will enjoy it.   

“Like so many others, I have volunteered for various groups (both religious and secular) all my adult life but I’d never heard of the En Gedi until I heard the last half of your interview aired on KLOVE radio in December.  Thank God I heard it.

My pastor had shared with a few of us a little about his ongoing struggle with depression, just the night before I heard your interview.  I was surprised to hear it, but it wasn’t the first time a pastor of mine had shared such a personal issue.  Hearing this testimony now “twice” seemed to confirm that depression was not uncommon among the clergy, but it was only when I heard you talk about it that I knew there was something more I needed to understand.

After hearing your interview, I went online to read more about En Gedi and the Lance Cabin so I might recommend it as a “getaway” to my pastor.  But then I realized just talking to others about it wasn’t going to be enough; I felt God call me to make a personal commitment of time and energy in whatever capacity needed to help make the house a home.  To be honest with you, I wanted to (and still want to) help make it cozy, but the challenge God is calling me to is His own:  to ask and keep on asking; knock and keep on knocking for His Glory.

26 years ago, I came to know the Lord as a struggling, depressed 19-year old agnostic college student.  There had been a lot of resistance on my part for over a year and what it took (literally) was a nervous breakdown.  As a result of that terrible experience, I met the God of Peace.  In a split second, His Power was made perfect in my weakness.  Christ met me at a time of deep despair, saving me from being in bondage to fear for the rest of my adult life.  That “new birth” experience at the age of 19 was an experience of strength and peace.

My prayer for the ministry is this:  That the God of Peace, who revealed himself to me and imparted a tremendous gift of strength to me, be shared with the Lance Cabin; so that like from Living Water, all who find themselves there may be refreshed and leave whole again.  

Thank you for your faithfulness to your mission.  It’s a worthy one that I look forward to putting my time, money, and energy behind and watch it change, grow, and succeed.”

Thanks again for you prayers everyone.  If you wish to contribute financially please write “matching donation” on the bottom of your check.  Or, if you donate via Paypal just send a quick email letting us know you would like your donation matched.

Also, if you want to volunteer to help build the deck, plant some trees and rocks, or do a little interior decorating with Lisa, please just let us know.


In Him,


Carl Walker
En Gedi Retreat
PO BOX 250
Yampa, CO 80483
www.engediretrea t.org
engediretreat@earthlink.net
719-963-3983
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